
BIBLE STUDY      09:00 

SUNDAY SCHOOL   09:00 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP  10:15  

AFRIKAANS ERE DIENS  17:00 

www.bcoc.co.za 

CONTACTS: 

 

PEET BOTHA   072 382 5685 

BOB WISNIEWSKI   084 446 1430  

BUT PRAYER ... 

1 9  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0  

 14 This is the confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask any-
thing according to his will, he hears 
us. (1John 5:14 NIV) 

Andrew Murray describes prayer as 
“the link that connects us to God.” If 
it is true that “saints have failed to 
pray”, as brother L. O. Sanderson 
observed in his timeless song about 
prayer, then we have one reason 
why so many feel so religiously dis-
connected. While the benefits of 
prayer are widely-heralded, the actu-
al number of people who consistent-
ly practice meaningful and vibrant 
prayer may be significantly smaller 
than what we care to imagine. 

Effective prayer is a blessing availa-
ble for those who abide in Christ and 
His word (John. 15:7). Devotion to 
prayer reveals an underlying con-
nectedness to God.  Neglecting 
prayer stifles spiritual growth and 
results in an unfruitful life, isolated 
from the Lord (John. 15:2, 4). 

“But prayer” can make all the differ-
ence because it is our link to God.  
So often the reason we “do have 
not” is because “we do not ask” or 
“ask with wrong motives” (James. 

4:2-3).  But when we connect with God 
in prayer, amazing results are possible, 
not only in meeting specific needs but 
also in drawing us closer to Him.  Re-
member that God “is able to do far 
more abundantly beyond all that we 
ask or think…” (Eph. 3:20).  

This promise is illustrated by what hap-
pened following the death of James, 
the apostle. Herod put James to death 
by the sword and when “he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also” who was delivered 
over to “four squads of soldiers to 
guard him” (Acts 12:3, 4). This, no 
doubt, was a very troubling time for the 
early church. It was likely Herod’s in-
tent to keep Peter in prison until the 
next day when he would be brought 
out before the people and executed 
in a similar manner as James, the 
brother of John (Acts 12:4-5). 

“But prayer” are the two words that 
describe the force which changed 
the course of human events on that 
occasion. The inspired account 
says, “but prayer for him was being 
made fervently by the church to 
God” (Acts 12:5). In response to 
their prayers, God sent an angel 
who delivered Peter out of prison. 
The disciples could hardly believe 

that Peter was the one who had been 
knocking at the door where they had 
gathered for prayer! (vss. 13-16). This 
was no happy coincidence. Fervent 
prayer was the link that connected the 
disciples to the limitless power of God. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is Je-
sus who says that “at all times” we 
“ought to pray and not to lose heart” 
(Luke. 18:1). 

My prayer is that we keep our source 
of blessings in clear sight and live as 
folk who love our father and gives Him 
honour and praise for His gracious 
love and providence. 

Love in Christ, Dereck  



 

 

Prayers for the Elderly: 

Bob & Betty Wisniewski, Charles 

Clur, Eric & Lynette van de Venter, 

Renee Sofianos, Peet & Marie Botha, 

Martie Stoltz, Lily Visser, Christine 

Rossouw, Bob & Val Holcombe. 

 

Prayers for Healing: 

Sue Beukes, Connie Pienaar, Andy 

Jooste, Martie Stoltz, Ria van der 

Merwe, Bob & Val Holcombe, Liz De 

Lange & sister Trydie, Marie Botha, 

Lynette van Deventer, Lynn van der 

Walt, Ethan van Aswegan 

 

Prayers of Encouragment: 

Renie Sofianos, Anita & Natasha 

Hefer, Foy and Ursula Anderson, 

Tamryn Ross 

PRIVILEGED  TO  SERVE  IN  WORSHIP  

   19 JANUARY  26 JANUARY 

Singing   Tim   Fred 

Table   Debri   Henoch 

Assisting  Henoch & Peter  Peter & Ferry 

Opening Prayer  Fred   Khatu 

Closing Prayer  Bob   Constantine 

Preaching  Debri   Peter 

Bible Study  Peet   Peet / Val 

Table Preparation Jackie & Cheryl  Jackie & Cheryl  

Tea Duty  Anita & Myrna  Anita & Myrna 

Flowers   Sithemhile  Leanda 

Restrooms  Tecla   Lucy 

Sunday School  Margo / Tecla / Jamie / Leanda 

WOMEN  IN  GOD’S  SERVICE 

Thabani Sibanda 01-Jan 

Bob Holcombe 01-Jan 

Foy Anderson 04-Jan 

Leanda van Wyk 08-Jan 

James Sibanda 09-Jan 

Debri van Wyk 17-Jan 

Loreen Jeremiah 19-Jan 

Jackie Sheasby 21-Jan 

Feb Maritz 21-Jan 

Gloria Phakati 25-Jan 

Sithembile Khumalo 26-Jan 

Lucy Jeremiah 27-Jan 

Cameron Stoltz 28-Jan 

Kedibone Nkadimeng 31-Jan 

Please confirm with Margo your com-
mitment to the 2020 grocery cupboard 
contributions to support those in need. 

 
Monthly commitments are due the last  

Sunday of each month. 
Your donations are greatly appreciated.  

26 Jan Men’s / Ladies Bible Study 

08 Feb Ladies Breakfast 

01 Mar Fellowship Lunch 


